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FARMINOTON, 4 July^ 1778. Dear Sin
Your letter of the 25th ult, (per Capt. Mott), came duly to hand; the contents of which, I must confess, astonished me to the last degree. What in the Devil's name, could in-* duce Gen. Gates to order Capt. Mott's company upwards of ninety miles, (to relieve Capt, Buokland's), in extreme hot weather, to the prejudice of their health, and manifest injury to the publick service? Is it because we have too great a number of troops in the American army, and therefore absolutely necessary to take some of them off by murdering them with sickness? No! I do not suppose this to be the reason* but that the General was inclined, partially, to favor Stevens, by collecting his corps together; and thus insult me, by maltreating the officers and soldiers who are under my command.
If he has any particular pique or spleen against me, it would redound much more to his honor, to have manifested it to me personally, than to wreak his resentment against the officers and men. I am no stranger, (I assure you) to (Jen. Gates's partiality in favor of Col Stevens, as it but too evidently appeared, on my application to him, respecting his ordering part of Stevens's corps, to relieve that part of, Walker's* company, (of my reg't) which are now at Fort Schuyler; this he declined doing, altho' the public service demanded it, (as they were one hundred miles nearer that post), and put me off in the most trifling manner, by saying that Stevens would choose to have his corps together; as ii less attention ought to be paid to the application of a superior officer, than to that of an inferior.
I am just now furnished with an extract from general orders of the 4th June, that strikes immediately at me; and by which, I conceive myself insulted in the grossest, and most barefaced manner, viss: " that Lieut.-CoL Ebenesccr Stevens, by the direction of Congress, and the approbation of Urn Excellency, Gen. Washington, is appointed to the command of the artillery of the northern, ancf middle department." This is the height of absurdity; for it would be ridiculous to suppose that Congrea% and Gen. Washington, would give their sanction to a measure so inconsistent with all military rule, and order, as to direct an inferior officer to command a superior; I have written to Congress, and His Excellency, respecting this matter, and have transmitted them a copy of
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